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My name is Nelson Bohorquez, I was born and raised in Los Angeles, CA where I have spent the majority of my life. 
During high school I decided to join the military as an opportunity to escape the hazards of my environment and to also 
provide myself with a pathway to higher education. As the son of a single immigrant mother, I was at the time unable to 
enroll in college due to her immigration status. Therefore, in 2003 I chose to join the ranks of the United States Marine 
Corps because I wanted to make a long lasting change in my life and I wanted to be part of an organization that would 
instill in me leadership traits that would serve me throughout my future endeavours. While in the Marine Corps I had 
the opportunity to serve as a helicopter mechanic for Heavy Marine Helicopter Squadron 769 (HMH-769), Marine 
Aircraft Group 46, 4th Marine Air Wing and deployed with them to Bagram, Afghanistan in 2004 in support of combat 
operations. A few years after returning home HMH-769 was retired and I joined a field artillery unit, N Battery, 5th 
Battalion, 14th Marines, 4th Marine Division out of Pico Rivera, CA. With less than a year of experience in field artillery, I 
went on to lead a platoon of howitzers as their acting Operations Chief in support of 2nd Light Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, part of the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade which conducted combat operations in 
Southern Helmand, Afghanistan. I continued to serve until 2011 when I transitioned out of the Marine Corps after eight 
and half years of service. 
  
After separating from the military I sought a career in firefighting, however, an injury would shift my focus towards 
academics where I have earned several degrees with focuses in psychology, social sciences, and now healthcare. I 
became a father to a beautiful girl, a husband to my high school sweetheart who I credit with introducing me to my 
current career, and have rejoined the veteran community after 10 years away in isolation. I recently completed my 
masters degree in occupational therapy at the University of Southern California's (USC) Chan Division of Occupational 
Science and Occupational Therapy in 2020 and will be finishing my doctoral degree program at USC this summer 2022. In 
early January 2021, I approached the founders of 42MM (forty-two mike-mike) Veteran Golf Outreach with a proposal 
that would allow me the opportunity to volunteer with the organization and complete my residency through their 
nonprofit outreach. Our mission at 42MM Veteran Golf Outreach is to share the therapeutic benefits of golf with 
veterans and advocate for mental health issues that affect the veteran community like PTSD, depression, anxiety, and 
other military related trauma. We network with like-minded organizations, companies, and individuals to help the 
veteran community and provide support for those battling mental health challenges through golf. We also use this 
platform to increase suicide prevention and awareness in our society. Our organization provides veterans with a safe 
space to learn the game of golf and has equipment for beginners to reduce the investment required by our veterans.  
  
My role in 42MM Veteran Golf Outreach has grown from a volunteer to becoming the Director of Therapeutic Services 
and Advocacy, and a board member with the organization. My unique skills as an occupational therapy doctoral 
candidate have allowed me to conduct the needs assessment for the veteran population living with mental health 
challenges and compile evidence based strategies that will be part of my therapeutic program. This research has led us 
to focus on the unique needs of the women veterans in our community and has inspired us to reach out to our sisters in 
arms and increase their presence on the golf course. We understand that as men we can only learn from the experts, 
our sisters, and take those lessons to improve our outreach services. With further research we will become leaders in 
the golf community and will be able to inform the strategies our organization uses to meet the needs of the veterans 
that attend our outings, golf clinics, and tournaments.  
 
 


